Variceal haemorrhage after failed injection sclerotherapy: the role of emergency oesophageal transection.
In a planned sequential policy for the emergency control of continued bleeding from oesophageal varices, oesophageal transection was performed after failure of conservative treatment, including injection sclerotherapy. In 15 patients who underwent emergency oesophageal transection, bleeding was controlled by operation in the majority (87 per cent), but 11 of the 15 patients died in hospital. Mortality in patients with poor liver function (Child's C) was 100 per cent, the majority of deaths resulting from hepatic and renal failure. The results of this study suggest that emergency oesophageal transection to control acute variceal haemorrhage is associated with a poor prognosis in patients with poor liver function and questions its role in a sequential emergency treatment policy.